WInSAR Luncheon – 2010 AGU Fall meeting 

(summarized by F. Amelung and Yuri Fialko)

NOTE: includes some discussions after the end of the formal WInSAR meeting.

1) New EC for 2011-2012 term:

Eric Fielding (Chair)

Rowena Lohman

David Schmidt

Rob Mellors

Shimon Wdowinski

(election was completed a week after luncheon, officer positions will be self-assigned)

Update from UNAVCO (Fran Boler):

- New funding from NSF/NASA/USGS - $370K. 

- $100K was projected to be spent on data/tasking

- $50K remain due to change of ESA policy

- 2100 new ERS/ENVISAT scenes ingested 

Update from ASF (Scott Arco):

- JAXA will terminate the ALOS data node agreement; original termination date- Jan 21, 2011, extension until March 31, 2011 is pending and likely to be approved. 

- after that, the data will be delivered using JAXA’s “PI mode” (50 scenes/project/year).

- there are currently of the order of million PALSAR scenes at AADN that will be affected by this rule. These data will not be automatically moved to the L1 datapool (each transfer incurs some fee). 

- ASF will honor all user requests to transfer data from AADN to L1 data pool made by 3/31/2011.

Update from NASA (Craig Dobson):

- Use of TDRSS substantially increased the amount of available data

- Discussions with JAXA will continue regarding non-commercial access to ALOS data by the US research community

Discussion (Falk Amelung): 

- NSF/NASA Proposal to be submitted to IF in summer 2011 (for 1/2012-9/2013 period). After this WInSAR will be part of Unavco cooperative agreement.

- Since ESA imagery are now free, WInSAR may consider purchasing data from other satellites (e.g., TerraSARX, Cosmo-Skymed, RADARSAT-2). The downside is that some of these data will not be available to the entire WInSAR membership (due to restrictions of the data owners); this will require WinSAR-internal proposal process. Also need funding for strategic planning meetings of EC and/or core group. 

- Funding for ALOS will not be included into next proposal. For now we assume that NASA/ASF will find a way to provide ALOS data to the US research community. If this is not the case WInSAR will need to negotiate with commercial distributors (e.g., following a model of early ESA data access). 

A separate proposal for ALOS will be submitted after receiving guidance from the sponsors.

- WinSAR’s strategy to get excellent Sentinel coverage is to help ESA as much as possible in making ESA data available to the community following the Natural laboratory model for the Supersites. If things go well Unavco will make the entire ERS/Envisat archive available to the Supersites community. (Supersites EC will produce a strategic plan for the Supersites).’

- ASF should purchase all imagery from AADN which are of interest to our community (instead of purchasing complete AADN archive).  Need polygons of area of interest (Action: Howard sends polygons to Eric)

- JPL will release first version of JPL’s new processor (ICSE) in spring 2011. A workshop will be help in San Diego in March.

- Strategic planning discussion

New initiatives:

A. Ground-based SAR for use of WinSAR members desirable (researchers at the University or Fairbanks are receiving a Gamma system. It may be possible to loan this to gain experience, contact Franz Meyer for details). 

B. Reach out to cryospheric community (e.g. WinSAR funds could be used to purchase cryospheric TSX). If cryospheric community starts to use WinSAR some of NASA/NSF’s cryospheric funds could go to WinSAR (Contacts: Ken Jezek and Mark Drinkwater.)

C. Revamp education and outreach program: 

· Courses at Supersites (in addition to the annual courses at Unavco) 

· “Best-student paper award” 

- Reasoning for next proposal

A) Why do we need WinSAR?

- 1 billion dollar investment into DESDynI WinSAR builds the community

- help ESA to make imagery available to larger community  better Sentinel-1 coverage of U.S.

B) Strengths of WinSAR:

- Unified data delivery to the US research community

- Grass-roots activity with a proven record of serving large SAR data datasets

- Adaptable to changes at Space Agencies.

